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Background

• I am and second year student who currently studies at the 
University of Roehampton. 

• My placement school was Holy Trinity Church of England.

• I was working with a Year 2 class and the children were 
aged 6 or 7 years old.



Aims

My main aim for this project was to engage young children with the story of 
Traction Man and create a stimulating reading environment where all 
learners were able to respond, interact and access the learning within the 
classroom. 

This is links closely to the UKLA’s Teachers as Readers findings as it highlights 
the importance of teachers providing communities of young readers where 
they are highly involved in reading for pleasure and with the power as readers 
to choose to read.

In my Year 2 class, there were several reluctant readers who were boys. 
Traction Man by Mini Grey, is a renowned children’s book that has been 
known to increase young boy’s interest in reading. This effect was evident 
with my Year 2 class, however, regardless of gender, all children seemed to be 
equally engaged.



Outline: Creating excitement

The new Literacy topic was based on the story Traction Man by 
Mini Grey. I created a box wrapped in Christmas wrapping paper 
that mimics the present box that Traction Man arrives in at the 
beginning of the story. This instantly generated excitement in the 
classroom, as well as a range of predictions from the children:



Outline

To promote reading for pleasure, the children brought in their 
favourite toys to school. Prior to this, I had read the letter to 
Santa that is on the front endpaper of the book. I had written 
this letter out on tea-stained paper to create the effect that the 
story was ’coming alive’:



Outline

I then read a small section of the beginning of 
the story, where the Evil Pillows had held the 
farm animals captive:



Outline

During the children’s break time, I took photos of their toys 
being ’held captive’ by the Evil Pillow. I then hid their favourite 
toys outside of the classroom, out of sight (hoping their wouldn’t 
be any tears!).



Outline

After break, I explained that their toys were being held captive 
by the Evil Pillow, using a Breaking News headline. I then invited 
the children to write a letter to Santa, just as the little boy in 
Traction Man had done, to explain what had happened to their 
toys and ask for help.



Impact

The impact of using the children’s favourite toys increased their 
involvement and readiness to take part in reading for pleasure. 
They were able to empathise with the little boy in the story, as 
his toy had broken and the children’s toys were ‘lost’. They were 
able to use how they were feeling to stimulate their 
compositions. 
Many of the children who were struggling readers engaged in 
the story and were excited to read on. They began to write 
longer pieces of writing than ever before and began to develop 
their vocabulary, particularly by using adjectives.



Some of the children’s letters







Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
my practice

I believe that the OU/UKLA’s Teachers as Readers has influenced my practice, 
particularly when considering the wider implications of reading and being a reader in 
the 21st century. High quality children’s literature has and will continue to shape both 
teachers’ and children’s interest in reading for pleasure and has allowed me to plan 
inspiring literacy lessons that children can take away with them for life.

I highly recommend that student teachers and teachers alike implement strategies to 
promote RfP, particularly for struggling readers and reluctant readers, as I have used 
such strategies that have engaged all children in reading and responding to reading. I 
now understand the importance of being in a community of readers that includes 
adults and children of all ages – exploring a range of texts allows children to gain new 
interpretations and autonomy when reading.

In Traction Man Is Here, there is a stereotypical representation of women in stories, 
for example the granny who knits TM a new suit and the Barbies acting as ‘damsels in 
distress’. Teachers should therefore think carefully about the text they choose and 
whether the whole class will engage in the text and whether there are positive role 
models for all children.
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