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Context

The Grove Infant and Nursery School, Hertfordshire

[Year 2 mixed]

• Whilst spending time in a Year 2 class, I realised I had limited knowledge about 

what the children found interesting to read and their reading preferences.

• Children were occasionally recommending books to each other occasionally but 

not often. I’d had several children mention books to me by showing me an article, 

picture, word or piece of text that intrigued or appealed to them but I struggled to 

recommend follow- up reading material for them. 



Research Inspiration and Rationale
In order to foster Reading for Pleasure effectively, Teachers as 
Readers [TaRs] found that teachers must develop: 

• Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts. 

-I reviewed my practice by completing a survey on the Reading for 
Pleasure website which focused on informal book talk, inside text talks 
and sharing recommendations. Results showed although spontaneous 
book talk did occur, it was infrequent. There weren’t many opportunities 
provided for children to talk to me or to each other about what they 
were reading by choice.

• A ‘Reading for Pleasure’ pedagogy which includes informal book talk, 
inside-text talk and recommendations.

-The children were occasionally sharing about books and making 
recommendations, but not frequently. The TaRs research emphasised 
the importance of being able to confidently ‘bookmatch’ by target 
tailoring how essential it is to teach the children how to apply this skill 
too.



• Add picture of something to back 
up the points made in the aims

Aims

• Increase my knowledge of a range of 

children’s literature materials based on 

their current interests. 

• Build up the skill of recommending books to 

others to help create an interactive 

community of readers within a class who 

feel confident to endorse books and 

reading material to each other.

• To encourage informal book chat .

[NOT MY IMAGE] 
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Outline

I set a task for the Year 2 class to complete a Book Review on a book of their 

choice as this would result in collective information about the content of many 

interesting books and explain why and how it appealed to them.

I made use of spare minutes in the day to allow each child to briefly share their 

book review and respond to questions from the class [and myself]. An adult then 

read the book [or a section of the book] aloud to the class.

Having books in common forms a basis for discussion due to a connection of 

interests so children who had completed their book report by the same author to 

spoke together to the class. This successfully modelled how natural book talk can 

occur if several children [and adults] are interested in the same author or book in 

the future.
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Creating a Wall Display and Book Corner

• It was important that the children were encouraged to 

share their feelings about the book and be able to have 

ongoing access to book reviews. I used the reports 

and book covers to make an eye-catching wall display 

in a book corner that they could refer to when and as 

they liked. Informal book talk is encouraged by 

reading-related quotes and questions.

• Once the display comes down, the reports will be filled 

in a book which children can continue to access. I will 

also provide blank review sheets for future reviews if 

they wish.

Section of the display
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Examples of Completed Book Reports

Billionaire Boy- David Walliams Zog- Julia Donaldson
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Interaction with the Book Corner

Children sharing a book together Child with their head ‘stuck’ in a book
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• Children were keen to share and discuss the books they 
had been reading with each other.

• I observed several children approaching the book 
display and pointing out their reports and sharing their 
interests together.

• Children wanted to sit and read in the book corner and 
found it a positive sharing space.

• Although my aim is to eventually have more informal 
book talk and recommendations, I wished to use the 
more set approach of a book review to begin and model 
the process of recommending books. Over time, as 
children are encouraged to casually engage in ‘book-
talk’, the process should occur naturally become more 
child-initiated as opposed to adult-led. 

• Alongside book review discussions, I shall introduce 
other concepts for recommendations.
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Reflection on my Practice 
It was fascinating to explore a variety of   creative research on the website and it really inspired 

me to do something to promote Reading for Pleasure within the school. Reviewing my own 

practice via the RfP survey helped direct me to an area of focus which I wanted to develop. 

Although it required thought and preparation to undergo my research, it shows that when an 

idea is approached creatively, it is possible to entice children into reading and sharing books 

with each other. 

Consequentially, I have a larger children’s literacy resource base to draw on in the future when 

wishing to recommend a book to a child based on their interests and I feel more confident that I 

am aware of the books which interest this age group. Additionally, children can use the reviews 

to encourage informal book-talk amongst themselves and adults. The children now know that I 

have an interest in what they decide to read, I foresee plenty more positive book interactions 

happening within the class.


