
Levenshulme High School for Girls (Manchester) 

For the consideration within Egmont RfP award – Whole School Award 

Context 

Levenshulme High School serves an area of high deprivation within Manchester with 39.4% of our 1,000 
pupils being pupil premium and 83% having English as an additional language. Our year 7’s have 72% with 
a reading age below their chronological age with 41% having a reading age of only 9 or below. A key area 
within our school improvement plan is to further promote and encourage reading for pleasure not only to 
improve reading ages but also to support the wellbeing of our girls. An essential aspect of this target is to 
engage parents with reading for pleasure. 

Research and rationale 

Low reading ages is an historical issue within our school which is further exacerbated by many of our 
parents not valuing reading for pleasure. The reasons for this are many and complex. The OU TaRs project 
findings supports what a challenge this means we face as it points out the significance of making strong 
connections between reading and home. Reading for pleasure flourishes and succeeds when there’s a 
shared understanding between home and school. This was one of my inspirations for my outreach work 
with parents. I have also been inspired by research done by Read Manchester which shows that the longer 
pupils enjoy reading for pleasure, the more they succeed in the classroom and the happier they are.  

Few of our girls grow up being read to, therefore if they arrive to us without a love of reading engendered 
at home and/or primary school we are fighting an uphill battle. Much of the research available on 
developing reading for pleasure is based on primary school provision yet we believe it is never too late to 
ignite a passion for reading and have been determined to prove this so we can empower our girls to be 
lifelong readers to support their mental health as well as their future success. 

 

Aims 

• to engage greater numbers of parents with reading for pleasure so they are an active part of their 
daughter’s reading journey 

• to have more of our pupils becoming keen readers 
• to raise reading ages across KS3 to better prepare for greater reading demands of the KS4 

curriculum 
• to raise the profile of reading for pleasure across school 

All of these aims and the strands to achieve this were shared with staff in the September INSET and are 
revisited once a half term through a Teaching & Learning briefing. It was also shared with pupils through 
assemblies and I visit these same assemblies each half term to update, promote and celebrate all things 
related to reading happening in school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Outline 

Accelerated Reading: We have been working 
towards using the Renaissance Accelerated Reading 
programme with greater strategy so that reading 
ages will rise and pupils will be more motivated by 
the programme to read for pleasure. AR use 
originally resulted in low engagement as too many 
pupils saw it as an “easy” lesson, leading to passive 
or “pretend” reading and poor behaviour. The 
pupils who were already readers, saw it as an 
enjoyable waste of time as they read at home 
anyway. Now the programme is used successfully 
through making the following changes – in year 7, 8 
and 9 the English sets who read regularly don’t do 
AR at all while all others do it weekly following a 

tight structure. The structure is that the lesson (always held in the library) begins with pupils and staff 
sharing what they are reading at the moment, independent reading begins with individuals reading out 
loud to their teacher and our two librarians. Targets are set at the end of each reading aloud session and 
merits awarded for expression and understanding.  The top 5 pupils in each class who have made most 
progress in terms of words read are publicly celebrated and prizes are awarded each term for most words 
read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the sets who don’t have AR as part of the curriculum time we spend one lesson per fortnight reading a 
class novel together – this is always a piece of engaging YA fiction. It is an expectation of our English 
teachers that they keep themselves up to date with YA fiction to the extent where one off copies of new 
books are bought and passed around the team so that joint and informed decisions can be made about 



what is bought. Our school librarians are also voracious readers of YA fiction so the girls have many 
informed sources to go to for recommendations. 

Displays: Around the corridors all across school, there are displays promoting reading for pleasure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



We also have an incredible book bench that the girls themselves designed and painted: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We ensure that diversity in all its forms is celebrated through the books we have on offer: 

 

 

One of the barriers to reading for pleasure in secondary school is that it can be seen as the domain of the 
English faculty. Our most recently created display came about through whole school collaboration. Each 
subject area (13 in all), created a recommended list of fiction and non-fiction texts as a team that directly 
links to their subject area. These are displayed outside faculty areas: 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book reviews: Each KS3 pupil is expected to read for at least 10 minutes each day but holding secondary 
school pupils to account for this through a reading journal as in primary school is seen as childish. We also 
don’t want reading for pleasure to be a battleground which has consequences for not doing it but rather to 
encourage through motivation. Therefore, we now have a system in place where each KS3 pupil has to 
write a book review each half term as part of their homework. This has proven to be a more positive way 
of encouraging reading for pleasure as pupils now write about and discuss their reading with far greater 
positivity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading nominations:  Each half term, staff across the whole school nominate pupils for a reading badge 
award. The categories for this are created as inclusive so that anyone can be nominated. Our girls are 
highly motivated by badges and we have a culture of celebrating, attendance, leadership and portrayal of 
school badges through them. The categories are: most expressive readers, most improved readers, most 
improved attitude to reading, keenest readers of non-fiction and reading with others. Reading with others 
as a category matches the aim of building reading communities and can include reading with a family 
member. Staff have been hugely supportive of this. ALL girls nominated get a postcard home and the two 
winners from each House each half term get their badge presented in assembly. The different categories 
have resulted in a variety of pupils receiving their badges from EAL girls to disaffected ones and all badge 
winners continue to read. Staff who nominated have been from different subject areas/roles. Examples of 
staff nominations and pupil voice: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Reading Challenge:  in previous years we have ran a version of the reading challenge across school but 
we’ve never had more than a few entries. After pupil voice it became apparent that most pupils didn’t 
participate because it didn’t give them enough freedom to choose their own texts and many found it too 
difficult. In response to this it is now differentiated so every ability and attitude to reading can participate 
and there are rewards just for participating. To fit into our push for greater parental engagement, it also 
requires reading with others to participate and pupils must engage with the faculty wide reading posters. A 
survey of 100 pupils from different year groups showed 51% had begun to take part - previously we have 
struggled to reach 5%! 

 

 

 

 

 



Parental engagement: Our school website now has a section, reached through the “Parents” tab, 
dedicated to parental engagement with reading. It includes practical tips for parents, explanations of what 
reading ages mean, why reading is important and recommended reading lists: 

http://levenshulmehigh.co.uk/reading/ 

We also send out a text each half term using and reiterating the information from the website in the 
structure of “Did you know……? Why not try……?”  

Other ways in which we are reaching out to parents are we now include reading ages in each academic 
progress report to help parents see the direct link between attainment and reading for pleasure. At 
academic tutorials held at KS3 pupils have to include what they are reading and reflections on their reading 
age in a presentation to parents: 

http://levenshulmehigh.co.uk/reading/


Soon we have a “Big Read” coffee morning event planned which aims to educate and inspire parents about 
reading for pleasure: 

 

 

 

 

 



Impact 

Between the end of September 2018 and mid January 2019, 63% of all year 7 and 8 pupils had increased 
their reading ages and 28% saw an increase in their reading age of 1 year or more. A survey carried out in 
January 2019 across a sample from every year showed a positive attitude to reading for pleasure: 

 

The impact has been positive so far therefore we will continue with all strands and reassess at the end of 
the academic year. 


