Mendip Green Primary School
Keeping the Book Buzz
Buzzing…
For the consideration within
Egmont RfP Award: Whole School
Award
Context: Mendip Green Primary School is one of the largest primary schools in the South West with a
mixed, highly inclusive intake of over 670 children from Reception to Year 6. Our school, located on the
edge of Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset, has undergone rapid change in the last 4 years as it has
grown from a first school to an over-subscribed through primary.
A fundamental part of our School Improvement Plan continues to be to nurture a love of reading in
every member of our growing school community.
Having achieved Highly Commended in these awards last year, we have been determined to improve our
practice further and are working with other schools in our MAT to develop this area.

OU Research:
That teachers who read are key to their pupils' success is core to our beliefs at school. Using the research showing
that this enables an 'informed and strategic rationale for selecting/using texts' and helps 'identify multi-

layered texts that inspire and enrich literary experiences', staff have been encouraged to use their own
reading to suggest and select texts to develop for use in their classrooms. We have also reviewed our
classroom reading spaces and school wide book nooks in the light of the research showing how new
social spaces 'encourage choice and child ownership of their own reading for pleasure'. We are also
striving to further develop our links with home in this area.
Aims:


To develop the school's reading spaces to encourage informal book talk and reading recommendations;



To ensure reading material reflects our readers and their interests;



To start to build new and more equal reading relationships with families and community members;



To continue to actively develop all staff as readers, enabling 'reader-to-reader' conversations;



To embed reading for pleasure at the heart of our curriculum.

Outline:
Teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature and other texts

If Reading for Pleasure is to truly permeate our school, everyone needs to be involved. It is therefore
essential that we enable all the adults to develop their knowledge in this area by taking every
opportunity to expose them to the joy of books. All of our staff are encouraged to attend Just About
Books meetings, held termly in our school. This is a very well established book group for teachers across
North Somerset, run by teachers, designed to share quality children’s literature and discuss how this
might be enjoyed by our children. Teachers are also encouraged to discuss their reading at staff and
team meetings and to select books which they feel have potential for use in guided reading, as class
texts and for reading aloud. Having Carousel magazine in the staffroom helps staff to make choices and
discover new reading material and staff are encouraged to review books. Staff also vote in the North
Somerset Teachers' Book Awards.
As a school, we take part in the Children’s Book Awards and teachers share and enjoy
these titles with their classes before taking part in the voting. Children seeing
teachers as readers, enjoying and sharing books is extremely powerful.
Mendip Green is also committed to providing CPD opportunities to its staff to
enhance the provision of guided reading and reading development throughout the
school.

The importance of a child’s free choice of reading material and of offering a range of texts to engage
their interest, be it classics, series fiction, graphic novels, picture books, comics and magazines, funny
books, factual books etc.
Our library is at the heart of the school and our book corners are well stocked and attractive. However,
since last year’s awards, the PTA has raised funds so that each class has a budget to improve their book
corner’s reading content as well as furnishings. This has caused such a big buzz that it has now been
agreed that all non-uniform days this year will raise money towards this goal. This has enabled teachers
to discuss children’s reading habits and preferences and ensure these are represented.

A suggestions box has also been added to the library and the school librarians are involved in selecting
new books, considering all the requests made. New sections in the library have been created to draw

attention to classics, picture books for older readers, poetry, other languages, graphic novels and
traditional tales of all kinds, giving these more recognition. Reading Champions continue to read and
recommend texts to their peers; their reviews are displayed in the library for everyone to read. We also
have started an ‘Illustrator of the Month’ display to raise the profile and recognise the importance of
illustration. Being a highly inclusive school, we are also committed to ensuring as far as possible that all
our children are represented in the books we offer.

We actively promote the Summer Reading Challenge which allows the children to make their own
choices. Each child who achieves their medal gets a special bookmark and is entered into a prize draw to
win a bundle of books. We also encourage children to take part in the LOLLIES.

The range of text types our various of reading scheme books offer is also under scrutiny to ensure there
are books which appeal to all readers.
As a school, we take part in National Non-fiction November to show we value information texts and we
hosted Any Seed’s launch event for ‘The Clue is in the Poo’.

Our Y6 children learned poems by heart on National Poetry Day and we held a poetry slam in Y6. Willing
children then performed these in a school assembly, proudly sharing their poems.

The importance of reading aloud to children and its role in promoting children’s motivation and their
independent reading for pleasure.

Teachers are expected to read aloud to their children every day and do so with great enthusiasm. Each
class has a ‘class novel’ which they enjoy sharing, but also read poems, non-fiction and other books. Our
book nooks are being re-vamped to make them even more appealing to children as a place to enjoy
reading. Children who finish our Reading Quests are celebrated in assemblies and their achievement is on
display to encourage and motivate others.

This year, we are celebrating Read Aloud Day on the 1st February with an assembly and book sharing
events. We regularly have assemblies to promote and share books with children. On National Poetry Day,
teachers shared their favourite poems in a special assembly and at Christmas, we had a Christmas
themed story assembly.
We are also developing a Reading Buddies scheme where older children read with and encourage
younger children on a weekly basis.

The importance of building communities of readers by working with parents/carers:
»» To promote the value of reading for pleasure
»» To support them in reading to their children
»» To establish reading for pleasure as a joyful and regular occurrence at home
This year, we have looked again at our reading events to engage parents with reading. Parents were
invited to come back to school with their children for a bedtime stories event where children had hot
chocolate and biscuits whilst moving from teacher to teacher to enjoy sharing stories. Over 150 of our
children signed up, but many more came! We are now planning a story picnic with barbeque and book
swap for the summer term.

Author visits have been developed to include parents, allowing them to come and hear an author or
illustrator speak and share this experience with their children. Our next one of these takes place in
February.

In October, we held a pumpkin competition where children were challenged to paint or carve a pumpkin
as a favourite book character. This was hugely successful and resulted in lots of book discussions at home.
Steve Antony came to judge the entries for us and there was even a prize for teacher entries! We are
planning on following this up with a ‘Bookish Bake Off’ competition as part of our World Book Day
celebrations and a ‘Books Rock’ competition where the resulting painted rock entries will form part of a
permanent display in our Jill Dando memorial garden.

Parents were invited to a special assembly to see their child being given their Bookstart book by the Head
and to encourage them to share this with their child. Picture books are sent home alongside reading
scheme books to encourage a balance of sharing books and reading with children and hearing them read.

Overcoming the challenge of school accountability pressures, where reading for pleasure runs the risk
of being seen as ‘yet more to do’ by teachers, and as a lesson by pupils.
Research shows that knowledge of life, vocabulary and language development are massively enhanced by
reading, underpinning all learning and is therefore not something additional to the curriculum, but its
very core. Reading also contributes to wellbeing, allowing time for calm and reflection as well as giving
great pleasure. We try to weave reading for pleasure into all areas of school life so it is not an ‘add on’ or
‘more to do’, but a key part of school life.

Over the past two years, we have had twelve visits from authors and illustrators and have started to ask
them to sign the wall around the entrance to the school hall. This is a constant reminder to the children
and encourages discussions.

Book days – Winnie the Pooh Day, Elmer Day, Harry Potter Night- are planned into the school calendar
and events like Book Week, World Book Day and Share a Story Month are celebrated throughout the
school. Book events based around specific books are also arranged after school and during the school
day.

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum.

Impact:
Comments from parents have been extremely supportive and encouraging, making it clear that children
are engaged with and enjoy all the reading activities and events we offer. Parents are also engaging with
these- record numbers came to our bedtime Stories and more parents are asking for recommendations
for their children. There were also a number of very positive comments about individual and their
reading which were very encouraging. Book sales for author visits have greatly increased and we had a
record number of children complete last year’s Summer Reading Challenge. More children are regularly
borrowing books from the school library and pupil to pupil recommendations have increased as well.
Staff are regularly discussing books and reading children’s books for pleasure. Staff, who previously
would not have been comfortable reading in front of parents, were happy to read at the Bedtime stories
event and are looking forward to our next event.

Reflections:
We have made much progress over the past year, but recognise that there is still much to do. We are
particularly keen to deepen the involvement of those parents with older children who see their children
as independent readers. A plan for developing links with our local library is ready for action and we have
nearly raised funds for our outdoor book nook. These actions need to be achieved.

