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Context 

I am currently leading an afterschool Reading 
program in Pakistan. It’s my third year of 
teaching. I am an English teacher. I have a 
small classroom setup in my house where I 
teach and develop a love of reading in 
Children. I offer an afterschool reading 
program in my community. The need for a 
space where reading for pleasure could be 
the prime focus was the main idea why I 
started the program in my area. Reading for 
pleasure plays a very important role in a child’s 
overall development and they produce more 
positive outcomes in life.Our national 
language is Urdu but the schools do follow an 
English base curriculum. So the need to 
develop a program which supports ESL 
students was needed and hence I started my 
program. The prime focus was to develop a 
reading culture in younger children and help 
develop a love of books.  

 



 

 
 

OU Research inspiration and rationale: 

Being more Vigilant about recent research:  
Last November I found out about UKLA 
Reading for pleasure conference and I 
attended it in Cheshire. I became a member 
of UKLA and I was engaged with the new 
research being done in the field of literacy. 
After attending the conference my vision 
about reading completely changed. There is 
not much research and development being 
done in promoting Children’s literature 
(English) here in Pakistan and there was no 
children’s library around my area. I work with 
children between the age of 5 to 8years .I 
teach kids in small groups.Im a self-employed 
reading teacher. I love books and try to 
engage into book After getting onboard with 
the research findings I’m now more aware of 
Children’s literature and invest time in keeping 
up to date with new stuff. 
 

To improve the quality of lesson plans during 
my class I observed my students during 
reading time, recorded their progress and 
filled out forms/Questionnaires for better 
understanding. 
 
1. Knowledge of Children’s reading practices 
2. Teachers as readers 



 

 
 

3. Knowledge of Children’s Literature 
4. Developing a strong reading for pleasure 
pedagogy under a social reading 
environment 
Teachers as Readers: 
 I realized as a reading teacher there was so 
much that I wasn’t doing and I learned about 
the connections that were missing between 
me and my readers. I became more 
motivated as a teacher and came back to 
Pakistan filled with information and knowledge 
required to produce better reading outcomes 
in my readers. Reading outcomes and its 
effect on Children is my area of concern and 
hence I became more interested in 
researching on this topic. But English as a 
second language is a big problem here hence 
we need different strategies as a teacher to 
work with best possible outcomes. I realized 
that children get inspired by my reading 
behavior and habits and want to associate 
with me as their reading model. So I had to 
modify it and engage into conversations 
about my interest in the children’s book and 
discuss appropriately when necessary. 

 

Knowledge of Children’s reading practices: 
The children who come to my class were 
coming from different family backgrounds. 



 

 
 

Some of them were completely disengaged 
from the idea of reading at home. Most of 
them only read when needed for attainment 
and not many of them were fond of Reading 
for pleasure as I learnt. English Second 
Language: 

English as a second language: 
English is a second language in my country 
Urdu being the first most times my work as a 
teacher is to create a bridge between the 
gaps that makes it difficult for a child to read. 
So I work on their reading skills providing a 
strong base through phonemic awareness 
activities, phonics, vocabulary development 
exercises, fluency and comprehension skills. 
The books  that I use for promoting the reading 
for pleasure are stories by Roald 
dahl,Dr.Seuss,Eric Carle,Margret wise 
brown,Lewis carrol,Beatrix potter,Andy 
cutbill,Judith Kerr and Chris Van Allsburg.My 
target as a reading teacher here in my 
country is not only promoting a love of reading 
in children but also working on their language 
development.I have to share many a times I 
have to make a set of vocabulary cards with 
difficult or unfamiliar words already used in the 
story for my students. I flash them before 
reading the story in order to create a better 
understanding of the book.It further makes it a 
pleasurable experience for the children as 



 

 
 

well. 

Research findings 
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/gover
nment/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/284286/reading_for_pleasure.pdf)  
shows children who read for pleasure are 
successful and have a better understanding of 
other cultures, a greater insight into human 
nature and decision making, they are better 
at general knowledge and better at 
supporting community participation. The 
pressures of working with children to become 
readers in my country are immense. Firstly 
because children come from non English 
speaking backgrounds. Secondly the 
schooling system in our country is very 
different, overcompetive and thirdly the 
mindset of parents is very conservative and 
not accepting to change. Most time parents 
feel pressured by the schools to achieve high 
grades on tests and exams, instead of focusing 
on the pleasure of reading. Reading habit 
becomes more of a no rewarding experience 
for a child. And most teachers here in my 
community are more concerned about 
producing test results instead of focusing on 
the fun element of Reading and the pleasure it 
provides. After becoming a part of UKLA and 
being connected to the literacy journal 
publications I was onboard with the new 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/284286/reading_for_pleasure.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/284286/reading_for_pleasure.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/284286/reading_for_pleasure.pdf


 

 
 

research findings and I became aware of new 
children’s author and children’s literature. I 
have purchased and restocked my class with 
new books including authors like Mark Watson, 
Mini grey and Julia Donaldson. I am more 
aware of the latest research that is now 
posted to me by UKLA literacy journal 
publications. After reading the research 
findings I now review my lesson plans keeping 
in mind the different literacy backgrounds and 
how Rfp impacts the overall journey of a childs 
reading habits. 

 

Reading for Pleasure: 
Most of my storytelling sessions are fun and 
have games incorporated in them to engage 
my readers. Research shows Reading aloud to 
children provides a powerful context for word 
learning (Biemiller & Boote, 2006; Bravo, 
Hiebert, & Pearson, 2007). Books chosen for 
readalouds are typically engaging, thus 
increasing both children's motivation and 
attention (Fisher, Flood, Lapp, & Frey, 2004) 
and the likelihood that novel words will be 
learned (Bloom, 2000). 
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/vocabulary-
development-during-read-alouds-primary-practices. 

 The vocabulary words are introduced to the 
children before I start reading with their 



 

 
 

meanings because children from non-English 
speaking backgrounds are also part of my 
class. Some of the stories that I choose are 
based on facts, childrens classics, poems and 
current children literature. I make that reading 
time into more fun through experiential 
learning, acting it out, using hand puppets, 
props, characters engaging with audience 
and more such engagements with my readers. 

 
 

 
Aims  

• To provide a love of English reading in 
children with ESL issue. 

• To develop a love of books and ensure the 
child develop a habit of reading for 
pleasure and to  promote it at an early 
age. 

 

 
 

 

Outline 

I have around three small groups of children 
coming to me afterschool. 



 

 
 

The students enrolled are expected to 
develop a love of reading and focus is mainly 
on reading for pleasure. The children who are 
sent to my afterschool program are expected 
to develop reading habits. I have stated a 
case study of four students. 

Ahmed does not like books at all. He hates 
reading. The library books that were brought 
home from school were never given 
importance due to lack of interest. He loves 
screens and gadgets. The mother wanted me 
to develop a love of books in him. 

Deena does not like books at all. She only 
watches Urdu cartoons and movies in her free 
time. The mother is a banker and could not 
incorporate reading habits at home due to 
time. 

Arianna likes listening to stories but language is 
a problem at home hence her interest wavers 
during storytime.The mother is not fluent in 
English language hence support at home 
wasn’t available. 

Mohammad is an intelligent boy. He loves 
superheroes stories but looses interest and can 
never finish his book  looses interest after 
starting it. 

The idea was to change the way kids look at 
books and change their relationship with 



 

 
 

books. I called a meeting with Parents and 
gave them some ideas to engage with the 
child and create a home library /reading for 
pleasure corner with the child including the 
books of his interest. I gave them a list of 
popular children’s books. The idea was to 
reinforce something that is being taught at my 
class and to further encourage reading for 
pleasure. 

Every class story telling time was worked and 
planned in a very fun and interactive way 
engaging the interest of the readers. So 
keeping in mind the ESL concept the story 
telling sessions were planned to not only 
develop the interest of readers but also to give 
them a clear understanding of the text of the 
story. The cards were flashed before story 
begins introducing them to vocabulary words 
used in the story. Words and their meanings 
were explained, to develop the interest. I also 
use props and puppets while reading them the 
stories to develop their love of books. A little 
reading boat was created to encourage 
reading for pleasure time .The boat had cute 
cushions for children to sit and to motivate 
them to read. Different interesting book from 
childrens literature were  restocked every 
week on the bookshelf. 

 



 

 
 

Impact: 
Although only a few weeks later the kids 
outlook towards books changed. Children 
coming to my class developed a positive 
outlook towards books and there whole 
relationship towards books changed. 
The love of books developed and  story telling 
sessions became the favorite part of the 
lesson. The attention issue got resolved and 
kids started sitting through the end of the story. 
The kids who never use to walk towards the 
bookshelf started taking interest in the 
bookshelf and choosing stories of their interest. 
The silent reading time became the kids 
favourite time as the felt excited to sit on the 
cute little reading boat choosing story books 
independently and reading.So far the impact 
had positive outcomes.The parents were 
happy with the approach and feedback was 
that children are now driven to their book 
corners at home and take interest in books 
and stories. 
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towards books changed. Children coming to 
my class developed a positive outlook towards 
books and there whole relationship towards 
books changed. 



 

 
 

The love of books developed and  story telling 
sessions became the favorite part of the 
lesson. The attention issue got resolved and 
kids started sitting through the end of the story. 
The kids who never use to walk towards the 
bookshelf started taking interest in the 
bookshelf and choosing stories of their interest. 
The silent reading time became the kids 
favourite time as the felt excited to sit on the 
cute little reading boat choosing story books 
independently and reading.So far the impact 
had positive outcomes.The parents were 
happy with the approach and feedback was 
that children are now driven to their book 
corners at home and take interest in books 
and stories. 
 
 

  



 

 
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice 

Here in Pakistan not many schools are 
equipped with the concept of  reading 
teachers or staff.Only a very small percentage  
of private schools offer a reading teacher  
here in Pakistan who can connect with 
students and share their personal  reading 
practice with students.Still many 
teachers,educators and schools are unaware 
of the importance of teachers as readers 
concept.Im hopeful of the fact this idea can 
change the reading culture.I want to 
incorporate this by creating awareness of this 
by promoting it through my reading centre. 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 


