
Countdown to Summer 
“I’m a book …. get me out of this beach bag!”  

Claire Williams, St. Andrew’s C of E Primary School, Halstead, Essex 



Context: 
u  I am the Year 4 teacher and Reading Coordinator at St. Andrew’s C of 

E Primary School, a one-form entry primary school in North Essex. 
u  As a school, we are committed to developing our school community as 

a community of engaged readers and we are continuously striving to 
develop our reading for pleasure pedagogy.  

u  According to the ‘Facts about Miss Williams’ that some of the children 
in my class wrote one break time: 
  “She’s crazy about books and reading!” 

I am passionate about fostering a love of reading and giving children 
‘irresistible’ experiences of reading that support their development as 
lifelong readers.  

u  I am also committed to my development as a Reading Teacher- a 
teacher who reads and a reader who teaches.  

Sharing an all-time favourite 
picturebook, Traction Man 
Is Here, with some children 
at school in a knitted green 
bonnet … but not matching 
all-in-one romper suit! 



Research Inspiration and Rationale: 
u  The TaRs research highlights reading aloud as one of four pedagogic practices key to 

an effective RfP pedagogy.  

u  Combined with the three other pedagogic practices (social reading environments, 
informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations, independent reading), 
reading aloud positively influences children’s attitudes towards reading.  

u  The impact of these pedagogic practices, which include reading aloud, on children’s 
attitudes towards reading is dependent upon the teacher’s knowledge of children’s 
literature and of the young readers.  

u  How did these findings of the TaRs research inspire me? 
As we approached the end of the school year, I was looking for ways to inspire the 
children to continue choosing to read over the summer holiday. Inspired by the TaRs 
research, I wanted to see whether new opportunities for reading aloud could have an 
impact on the children’s desire to read over the summer holiday.  
 



Aims: 
u  To further develop reading aloud as a key principle underpinning my RfP pedagogy – to 

reflect on what reading aloud was already happening and on where this could be taken 
next.  

u  To explore new opportunities for reading aloud and the influence that these could have 
on children’s attitudes towards reading.  

u  To create a new experience of reading aloud for the children in my class and reflect on 
the influence that this has on children’s desire to read over the summer holiday – on 
how often they choose to read and on the texts that they choose to read.  



Outline: 
u  The children in my class engaged enthusiastically with the Book Trust online advent 

calendar as we counted down to Christmas. With the four pedagogic practices of the 
Reading for Pleasure Pedagogy in mind, including reading aloud, I adapted this to 
create a ‘Countdown to Summer’ during the final two weeks of the school year. ‘I’m 
a book … get me out of this advent calendar!’ became ‘I’m a book ... get me out of 
this beach bag!’ 

u  We transformed the Book Nook into a ‘Countdown to 
Summer’ beach hut, which the children named ‘Books 
Ahoy!’.  



Outline: 
u  Drawing on my developing knowledge of children’s literature, I selected one text for 

each day of the final two weeks of the school year. I was particularly excited to be able to 
draw on what I had learnt about a range of interactive and pop-up texts at a recent 
teacher workshop exploring ‘Book Play’, which enabled me to offer a more diverse range 
of texts.  

u  I wrapped each text up with a clue stuck on the outside – a phrase or sentence taken 
from somewhere within the text, each with a summer theme. They were kept in a beach 
bag in our beach hut and each day, we read the clue for that day’s book together and 
talked about what kind of text it might be before unwrapping it.  



Outline: 
u  Once the text had been unwrapped, we explored the covers and blurb together and I 

read either some of the opening chapter or the first couple of pages aloud, depending on 
the kind of text that it was.  

u  Each text was then displayed in our ‘Countdown to Summer’ library in the beach hut for 
the children to explore in greater depth, independently or together, if they chose to. 
Time and space was made for them to do so. 



Impact: 
u  Many of the children made their own time and space to explore the texts in greater 

depth; I was astounded by the number coming in at break and lunch times, either to 
take a book outside to read independently or to read aloud and talk about a favourite 
text together. In these instances, they would often ask at the end of lunchtime to read 
aloud to or share with the rest of the class; favourite illustrations from Imagine a Day, 
favourite spreads from The Book with a Hole, favourite short stories from Once Upon 
an Alphabet ... which, in turn, resulted in more reading aloud, more recommendations 
and more informal book talk. 



Impact: 
u  It quickly became apparent that the ‘Countdown to Summer’ was positively influencing 

the children’s RfP at school but, thinking back to the aims, would it have a positive 
influence on their desire to read over the summer holiday?  

u  Children were: 
- Asking to take our ‘Countdown to Summer’ texts home to read, during the last two 
weeks of term and over the summer holiday.  
- Asking if I had any other books by the same author that they could take home to read 
(for example, discovering that there is an Imagine a Night and an Imagine a Place as 
well as Imagine a Day!).  
- Coming in first thing in the morning to tell me that they had asked their parents for 
one of our ‘Countdown to Summer’ books to read over the summer; for example, one 
child asking his parents to buy Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth for him to read on their 
flight and persuading them to order it on discovering that our local book shop didn’t 
have it!  
- Sending me messages on our VLE to tell me how excited they were to have signed up 
for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge , run by the Reading Agency. 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ One of the children in my class was the very 
first child in the whole town to sign up!  



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice:   
u  The TaRs research highlights that reading aloud can positively influence children’s 

attitude to reading. Although this is something that was already an integral part of my 
RfP pedagogy, the finding inspired me to explore the impact of a new opportunity for 
reading aloud on the children’s desire to read over the summer holiday.  

u  Reflecting on the influence of ‘Countdown to Summer’, I think it was the combination of 
the four pedagogic practices that enabled it to influence the children’s desire to read as 
it did. However, I do think that the experiences of reading aloud were fundamental to 
this. The children were excited about hearing some of the opening chapter once the text 
had been unwrapped and told me that it was often hearing this that intrigued and 
tempted them to pick some of the texts up for themselves to explore in greater depth.  

u  This has shown me the potential impact and value of reading aloud beyond the blurb 
when introducing and recommending texts to children – and it has inspired me to read 
aloud to my class from a wider range of texts. Next year, I am aiming to recommend a 
different book to my class each week, which will include reading some of the opening 
chapter or the first couple of pages aloud each time. Hopefully, this will intrigue and 
tempt the children to then pick up some of these books to enjoy and explore in greater 
depth, as our ‘Countdown to Summer’ did.   


