
Miss Thomson’s Library                                                             Becky Thomson 

Context 
I teach at Bannerman Road Community Academy and Children’s Centre a 1 ½ form entry (soon to be 2 form) 
inner-city primary school in Easton, Bristol. Our school is very diverse with over 80% of children speaking 
English as an additional language and over 30 languages spoken across the school. We have a high proportion of 
Pupil Premium and above average SEN. I am currently teaching Year 3/4. My bookcase is a permanent feature 
within my classroom.  

 
 

Research inspiration and rationale 
Inspired by the TaRs research and being a member of the UKLA, I know how important it is to have a wide 
knowledge of high quality children’s literature. However, when I looked at my bookcases in my classroom I 
didn’t really know where to start, what to read first, how to get to know them all!  Then I realised I have a large 
collection of children’s books which I have bought and read myself and yet I didn’t really use them in the 
classroom.  
 
Therefore I decided that I would keep these in my classroom separate from the book corner, to share with 
children. This way I knew that I had read all of these books and could recommend them to particular children 
according to their interests and preferences as readers. I could also discuss these books with children in depth. 
Having ‘Miss Thomson’s Library’ has also created a certain awe and interest in these books and the children really 
relish coming to ask to borrow a book from their teacher’s personal stash.  
 

Aims  
 I wanted to: 

• make more use of my own knowledge of children’s books to support reading for pleasure; 
• make more tailored recommendations of high quality books to my class;  
• bring the fact that I’m an avid reader into my classroom;  
• share my own experiences of reading with my class in a social, positive and enjoyable way. 

 

Outline 
I have a bookcase at the back of my classroom with my own children’s books on it. There is a wide range of 
picture books, fiction, non-fiction and poetry there. There is a small sign on the top that says ‘Miss Thomson’s 
Library’ and a list of the books on the side of the bookcase (to make sure they don’t get muddled up in the book 
corner and accidentally end up in another part of the school). My books are not taken home (unfortunately I tried 
that and they didn’t come back).  
 
If a child finishes one of my books they put it back and if they don’t, they put a post-it with their name on the 
front so that other people know it’s ‘booked out’. If a child wants to read one of my books, they have to ask me 
(politely!) first. I am very firm that my books are to be looked after because they are very precious to me – the 
children responded really well to this. From this stash of my books, I know that I can make recommendations to 
children, use them across the curriculum in my teaching or simply enjoy reading a story with them because I have 
read them before and know the content.  
 
 
 



Impact 
Having my library has created an environment where my class view these books as very special because they are 
borrowing them from me personally. They seem to view these books as a treat and really enjoy borrowing them. 
Also, I know that they are engaging with some great texts. Having these books has definitely enabled me to have 
a starting place to make high quality, appropriate book recommendations to my class and the more I read, the 
bigger and more varied my library is becoming. The library has definitely created an informal dialogue between 
me and my class because they want to discuss the books they have borrowed with me. Some comments have 
included:  “Miss I love the bad guy in this book. Did you think he was scary?” or “This one’s my favourite, do 
you like this one?” and I am able to engage in this discussion with them truthfully because I have read that book.  

Having my books in my classroom has also meant that I am demonstrating to my class that I am a Reading 
Teacher – a teacher who reads and a reader who teaches- because they see me read the books, add new books 
that I’ve read and I share my experiences of reading these books with them. I think having this collection of texts 
and regularly adding to it, means that my subject knowledge of children’s literature increases. It has also helped 
make us more of a reading community as we share and talk about these texts.  

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on my practice 
The TaRs research greatly impacted my decision to create my own library in my classroom. TaRs highlighted the 
importance of teachers having a wide knowledge of high quality children’s literature (and other texts) and this is 
something I feel very passionate about. However, I felt a bit overwhelmed because there are so many incredible 
books out there that I didn’t know where to start. Instead I used my collection of children’s books to start me off 
and am always adding to it. This is often influenced by the annual UKLA Book Awards and discussing children’s 
literature with other colleagues. The TaRs research also outlined the importance of being a teacher that reads and 
a reader that teaches. This is something which I have always done and been but I don’t think I have ever 
explicitly brought that into my classroom. My library has enabled me to do that with my class in a very tangible 
way and now I intend to explore this stance further and consider how else can I share with them the importance 
of reading in my life.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


