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Author of our class novel, Perijee & Me 

Claire Williams, St. Andrew’s C of E Primary School, Halstead, Essex 



Context: 
u  I am the Year 4 teacher and Reading Coordinator at St. Andrew’s C of 

E Primary School, a one-form entry primary school in North Essex. 

u  As a school, we are committed to developing our school community as 
a community of engaged readers and we are continuously striving to 
develop our reading for pleasure pedagogy.  

u  According to the ‘Facts about Miss Williams’ that some of the children 
in my class wrote one break time: 
  “She’s crazy about books and reading!” 

I am passionate about fostering a love of reading and giving children 
‘irresistible’ experiences of reading that support their development as 
lifelong readers. I am also committed to my development as a reading 
teacher.  

Sharing an all-time favourite 
picturebook, Traction Man 
Is Here, with some children 
at school in a knitted green 
bonnet … but not matching 
all-in-one romper suit! 



Research Inspiration and Rationale: 
u  The TaRs research highlights reading aloud as one of four pedagogic practices key to 

an effective RfP pedagogy.  

u  Combined with the three other pedagogic practices (social reading environments, 
informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations, independent reading), 
reading aloud positively influences children’s attitudes towards reading.  

u  The impact of these pedagogic practices, which include reading aloud, on children’s 
attitudes towards reading is dependent upon the teacher’s knowledge of children’s 
literature and of the young readers.  

u  How did this finding of the TaRs research inspire me? 
While I had always made time to read aloud with my class, the TaRs research inspired 
me to take this further. At the beginning of the summer term, an opportunity arose for 
my class to spend a morning with the author of the novel that was at the heart of our 
topic at the time. I was keen to see how hearing the author of the novel himself reading 
aloud would influence children’s attitudes towards the book and their reading of it.  



Aims: 
u  To further develop reading aloud as a key principle underpinning my RfP pedagogy – to 

reflect on what reading aloud was already happening and on where this could be taken 
next.  

u  To explore new opportunities for reading aloud and the influence that these could have 
on children’s attitudes towards reading.  

u  To work with an author to create a new experience of reading aloud for the children in 
my class and reflect on the influence that this has on their attitudes towards a specific 
text.  



Outline: 
u  Our topic for the first half of the summer term was ‘Under the 

Sea!’ - the children are able to choose one topic each year and 
this was the topic chosen by them.  

u  The novel at the heart of this topic was Perijee & Me by Ross 
Montgomery, which had been published the previous month. I 
was introduced to this text when I visited Just Imagine Story 
Centre* during the Easter holiday and asked the Director Nikki 
Gamble which high-quality texts she could recommend to 
support reading across the curriculum for our ‘Under the Sea!’ 
topic. Having read the texts and reflected on what I knew about 
the children in my class as readers, I selected Perijee & Me as our 
class novel. 

u  Opportunities for reading aloud were embedded throughout, 
both during English lessons and story time at the end of the day. 
In some instances, the text was read aloud to the whole class by 
either one of the children or myself. In others, they read aloud 
together in small groups.  
 *http://www.justimagine.co.uk  



Outline: 
u  A couple of weeks into the half term, we were lucky enough to be offered a visit from the 

author of Perijee & Me, Ross Montgomery, as part of Just Imagine Story Centre’s 
‘Authors in Schools’ programme. Serendipity ...  

u  Before he visited, Ross and I discussed what would make his visit as positive as possible 
for the children. We had already read the first few chapters of Perijee & Me and Ross 
began by reading the children the next chapter aloud. He talked with them about the 
writing choices that he made in that chapter, about what had inspired the characters ... 
and gave them some inside information about one of the characters introduced later in 
the novel.  



Impact: 
u  The children were completely mesmerised when Ross was reading aloud to them. I had 

not told them prior to his visit that he would be reading to them from Perijee & Me and 
there was an audible gasp as he picked up a copy and asked them where we were up to so 
that he could continue reading.  

u  Several of them kept telling me afterwards that they could not believe the actual author of 
our actual class novel had actually read a chapter to us! It was a shared reading 
experience that created a real buzz; I heard children talking about it informally for days, 
weeks afterwards and it was a memorable enough experience to feature in our  class’s 
‘Golden Moments’ of the year.  

u  Children also talked about this reading experience at home with their parents. Many had 
bought their own copies of Perijee & Me and couldn’t wait to share with us when they had 
read some more at home. 

u   Comments from parents in Reading Records also mentioned how the children were 
eager to read aloud from and talk about the text.  



Impact: 
u  The experience definitely positively influenced the children’s attitudes towards reading 

and towards the actual text.  

 
u  We were already enjoying Perijee & Me before Ross visited; they had successfully 

persuaded me to read ‘just one more page’ at the end of the day on several occasions!  

u  However, there was a different energy and enthusiasm whenever we read and worked 
with Perijee & Me afterwards. Hearing the author reading aloud had brought the text 
and the characters alive in a way that they wouldn’t have been otherwise. Perhaps they 
felt a more personal connection to the characters having heard their creator bring them 
to life through his expressive reading. 



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice:   
u  The TaRs research highlights that reading aloud can positively influence children’s 

attitude to reading. Although this is something that was already an integral part of my 
RfP pedagogy, the finding inspired me to explore the impact of a new opportunity for 
reading aloud when the opportunity arose.  

u  We had had previous experience of authors visiting and reading aloud from their books 
and, in our experience, this has had a positive influence on children’s attitudes towards 
reading and towards those specific texts. However, it was quite by chance that we were 
able to arrange a visit from the author of the novel that was at the heart of our topic for 
that half term and that we had already been reading and working on. On reflection, I 
feel that Ross’ visit and the experience of hearing our class novel read aloud by its 
author had a different and more sustained impact than previous author visits.  

u  This has led me to think about how the impact would compare if an author visited at the 
beginning of a unit of work inspired by their book and read the opening chapter, or at 
the end. Was the impact of Ross’ visit as sustained as it was because we were already 
familiar with and excited about the text? And because we could build on the energy and 
excitement that hearing him read aloud from Perijee & Me created as we continued 
reading and working with it afterwards?  


